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Annotation: Match officials are responsible for
controlling the matches, follow the regulations,
punish those commit fouls. Moreover, referees
have to deal with safety issues during the games
record time. However, everyone should take
into consideration that referees can make a
mistake as well, because human factor plays a
role. Hence, referees always will be faced

pressures because of spectators’ different
approaches even referees made correct
decisions. At all times, refereeing should be

ready for modern football game requirements
and hence, it is crucial to keep going on
development. All referees (head of referee,
assistant referees and fourth official) must adapt
the modern football in terms of high speed and
new changes, even the pressure by media and
press. Therefore, the match officials have to be
ready for changes, have to be self-confident not
to be afraid to give decision in spite of having
pressure by media, spectators, and club
officials. It is one of the main features of
referee to have such ability with regard to take
decision as a blink of an eye.

Keywords: Referee, AFFA, UEFA, FIFA,
requirements, trainings and seminars, “Laws of
the Game”, biased decision, favoritism.

Match officials in football are responsible for
controlling the games, follow the regulations,
and punish those who committed fouls.
Moreover, referees have to deal with safety
issues during the games. Certain environmental
conditions hinder the task of properly

refereeing games. On the one hand, referees
might make (unintended) mistakes in their
judgements like any other human being while
conducting a task. Mistakes in refereeing
might have far reaching consequences. As
such, referees are naturally confronted with a
high-pressure situation to not make any
mistakes. This is reinforced by pressure from
spectators in the stadium, head coaches, club
officials and the media. Particularly
broadcasted games enable TV viewers via
slow motion reviews from different camera
perspectives to eventually even better evaluate
a certain situation during the game than a
referee who is taking the decision. On the
other hand, the particular environment of
games, might even lead to intentionally biased
referee decisions during games. For instance,
pressure by (home) fans might lead to (home
team) favoritism of referees. Moreover, recent
bribery scandals reveal the general incentives
to cheat.

As such, refereeing in professional football is
not an easy and straightforward task. In order
to become a professional referee, she or he
needs to have in-depth knowledge about the
game, good communication and language
skills, self-confidence to give good decisions
as well as physical fitness (Study.com, 2018).
In this regard, Werner Helsen notes, that the
governing body of European professional
football, i.e. the Union of European Football
Associations (UEFA), makes preparation and
fitness trainings as priorities. Moreover, he
recommends referees to keep control dietary
stuffs (Uefa.com, 2019). Likewise, referees
should be ready for modern football game
requirements and hence, it is crucial for them
to keep going on their own development. All
referees (the head of referee, the assistant
referees and the fourth official) must adapt to
modern football in terms of high speed and
new changes. Moreover, match officials have
to be self-confident not to be afraid to give
decision in spite of having pressure by media,
spectators, and club officials. It is one of the
main features of referee to have the ability of
taking a decision as a blink of an eye
(Uefa.com, 2019).

66


mailto:sabir.ismayilov2018@sport.edu.az

(G

Scientific News of Academy of Azerbaijan State
Academy of Physical Education and Sport

SPORT SCIENCE JOURNAL
Volume 2 Ne 1 2020

This thesis will deal with the situation of
referees in general as well as referees in
Azerbaijan in particular. People who are
working in this field in Azerbaijan can easily
identify big reforms in terms of preparation,
trainings, seminars, administrative side of
refereeing etc. Still, however, only very few
referees become referees at an international
level.

Therefore, the main research question in this
thesis is: Why referees from Azerbaijan are not
regularly amongst top class referees at an
international level?

Traditionally, referees are appointed by certain
principals (e.g. the national football federation
or league) and required to be nonpartisan.
Objectivity is the core of professional
judgments. However, subjective interpretations
and biased evaluations do often occur. In
general, one can observe subjective decision-
making and biased dynamics in judiciary,
human resources recruitment, in evaluations
and treatment at working environment, in state
or business funding processes, and in the many
other fields of management. In this regard,
Rickman and Witt (2008) emphasized how
favoritism can play an essential role in terms of
biased decision making and it may influence
various economic  conditions.  Likewise,
political biases may impact the distribution of
public goods.

Several empirical studies show such biases in
soccer. For example, referees in the Spanish La
Liga where found to regularly add more ‘injury
time’ when the away team is almost winning
the game. More additional time can influence
the away team’s play and even the result of the
game. It is considered as favoritism referred to
spectators’ pressure from home team (see
Rickman & Witt, 2008). Likewise, Lovell,
Newell and Parker (2014) could detect that
soccer referees in the English Premier League
exhibit bias in favor of home teams. The
implications of these studies propose several
measures in order to reduce or even mitigate
such biases. Overall, to ensure that referees
behave in accordance with the interests of who
appointed them, incentives for referees and
principals are required in order to match their
objectives.
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In this thesis, | intend to review and compare
the existing principals and standards in
refereeing education and training both in
Azerbaijan and internationally. The idea is to
investigate whether and how these principals
and standards generally differ and whether and
to what degree they are in line with theoretical
implications from scientific studies that were
found to reduce (intentional and unintentional)
mistakes in decision making. Next to some
desk research of documents on refereeing
education and training coming from official
websites of football federations, UEFA and
FIFA as well as scientific articles, reports and
available statistics, expert interviews will be
conducted. Experts will come from the
Azerbaijan State Academy of Physical
Education and Sport Academy (ASAPES) as
well as the referee’s department (referees,
referee observers) of Azerbaijan Football
Federation Association (AFFA). Amongst
others, the international expert who is head of
Referee Committee in Azerbaijan will be
involved.
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Annotasiya: Mat¢ rosmilori matglara nozarot
etmok, qaydalara riayot etmok vo qayda
pozanlar1 cozalandirmaq liglin  mosuliyyat
dasiyirlar. Bundan olavo, hakimlor oyunlari
geyd edorkon tohliikasizlik problemlari ilo
mosgul olmahdirlar. Ancaq hami nozoro
almalidir ki, hakimlor do sohv eds bilor, ¢iinki
insan amili rol oynayir. Notico etibarilo,
hakimlor, hotta diizgiin qorarlar gobul edon
zamanda belo tamasagilarin forqli yanasmalari
sobabi ilo homigo tozyiqgo moruz qalacaqlar.
Hakim futbol oyunlarinin miiasir toloblorinoe
homigo hazir olmalidir vo buna goro inkisafa
davam etmok son doraco vacibdir. Biitlin
hakimlor (bas hakim, komoke¢i hakimlor vo
dordiincii  hakim) yiiksok siirot vo yeni
doyisikliklor, hotta mediadan vo maotbuatdan
golon tozyiglor baximindan miiasir futbola
uygunlagsmalidirlar. Buna goro mat¢ rosmilori
doyisiklikloro hazir olmali, &zlorino inamli
olmali, media, tamasagt vo klub rosmilorinin
tozyiqlorine baxmayaraq qorar vermokdon
¢okinmomolidirlor. Hakimin osas
xiisusiyyatlorindon biri do bir g6z qirpmasi kimi
gorar vermoak qabiliyyatino sahib olmasidir.

Acar sozlor: Hakim, AFFFA, UEFA, FIFA,
toloblor, tolimlor vo seminarlar, “Oyun
Qaydalar1”, birtorafli qorar, favoritizm.
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Annoranusi: OdunmanbHple JWIa MaT4a
HECYT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 32 KOHTPOJb MaT4dei,
CIIENYIOT TpaBUjiaM, HaKa3bIBAIOT Te€X, KTO
copepuiaer  Qoasl. Kpome Toro, cyabu
JTOJIKHBI 3aHUMAThbCS BOIIPOCaMHU
0e30macHOCTH BO Bpems 3amucu urp. OmaHako
KaXIbIH JOJDKEH YUUTBIBATh, UTO CYAbH TAKXKE
MOTYT OIINOATHCS, TOTOMY YTO YEJIOBEUECKHIA
tbakTop urpaer coio posb. CiemoBarenbHO,
Cynpu  Bcerma OyAdyT — CTaJKUBaThCsl  C
JABICHUEM U3-3a Pa3jIMYHbIX IOJIXOJOB
3pUTENEH, Taxe CyllbH MPUHUMAIHN
npaBwibHble pemieHus. CyneiicTBo Bceraa
JOJDKHO ~ OBITh  TOTOBO K  COBPEMEHHBIM
TpeOOBaHUSAM (YTOOJNBHBIX HUIpP, U IMOITOMY
KpailHe Ba)KHO IIPOJOJDKATh pa3BUBaThbes. Bee
cyapu (pyKOBOAMTENb pedepH, MOMOIIHUKU
CyAbM W  YETBEPThIH  Cyabsi)  JOJDKHBI
aJanTHPOBaTh COBPEMEHHBIH (PyTOOT C TOUKU
3peHusT  BBICOKOM CKOPOCTM M HOBBIX
W3MEHEHUH, Jaxke aBiieHust co cropousl CMU
u mpeccbl. [loaromy odunmanbHble JUIA
MaT4a JOJKHBI OBITh TOTOBBI K M3MEHEHUSM,
OBITh YBEpEHHBIMH B cebe, 4TOOBl HE OOAThCS
MPUHUMATh PELIEHUs,, HECMOTpPSI Ha JIaBJICHHE
co croporsl CMU, 3puteneit u opuinanbHBIX

aui;  kIyba. DOTo  ogHA W3 TJABHBIX
0coOCHHOCTE pedepu - HUMETh TaKyro
CIOCOOHOCTh ~ MPHHHUMATh  pEIICHHs  3a

MIHOBCHHEC OKa.

KuroueBbie ciaoBa: Pedepu, ADDA, VEDA,
OUDA, TpeboBaHUS, TPEHUHTH U CEMHUHapBHI,

HEOOBEKTUBHOE PELICHHE, (PaBOPUTU3M.



