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Annotation: In terms of numbers of
both spectators and players, football — or soc-
cer as it is called mainly in North America — is
probably one of the most popular sport games
around the world. According to some figures
of the international governing body, the Fe-
deration Internationale de Football Association
(FIFA), there are nearly 250 million football
players and 1,3 billion fans interested in fo-
otball all around the world in the 21st century
[3]. Parts of its global success might come
from the fact that football can be played al-
most everywhere from professional football
pitches to streets, schools, parks, and play-
grounds. Moreover, it follows simple rules and
requires only modest equipment. Likewise,
many people in Azerbaijan are interested in
football. The Association of Football Federa-
tions of Azerbaijan (AFFA) is the governing
body of football and Azerbaijan has a national
football championship, called Azerbaijan Pre-
mier League. Since 2016, eight clubs are com-
peting in the league with Qarabag FK being
the dominating team of the league during the
last decade [11].

In general, such dominance might be a
problem for spectators and fans. At the same
time, it might hinder the development of other
clubs in the country. Remarkably in this re-
gard, the performance in UEFA’s international
club competitions, i.e. the UEFA Champions
League and Europa League, of all clubs be-
yond Qarabag FK is rather poor yet.

This thesis will deal with the situation of
competitive balance (CB) and its development
over time in the Azerbaijan Premier League.
Moreover, it will explore whether and to what
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extent a lack of balance might (at least to some
extent) be one reason for the lack of success in
the international club competitions. As such,
the thesis intends to answer two research ques-
tions:

1) What is the situation as well as the deve-
lopment of CB over time in the Azer-
baijan Premier League?

2) Is dominance in the Azerbaijan Premier
League (at least to some extent) a problem
for clubs playing internationally?

Keywords: AFFA, UEFA, FIFA, compe-
titive balance, premier league, match uncer-
tainty, development over time.

For CB research, Szymanski proposes a
distinction between the uncertainty of outco-
me of a specific game (short-term), the uncer-
tainty of outcome of sub-competitions like the
championship race (mid-term), as well as the
dominance (or not) of a league by a few teams
over time (long-term). Game uncertainty is of-
ten measured by using the first and second
order terms of home win probabilities which
can be derived from betting odds [10].

Seasonal uncertainty can be measured by
using league points and rankings inorder to ex-
plore the closeness of sub-competitions, such
as the championship race, the fight for secu-
ring a place in the playoffs or European club
competitions or the fight to avoid relegation.
According to several empirical studies, mid-
term CB is of major relevance for fans [1]. Fi-
nally, long-term CB consists of a static compo-
nent, which focuses on performance differen-
ces (such as team rankings, points scored or
winning percentages) over time, and a dyna-
mic component which focuses on the domina-
tion (or not) of specific teams over time.

Two of the most often employed measu-
res of inter-seasonal uncertainty are the ratio
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of standard deviations (RSD) [9] and the Her-
findahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) [3].

Since Rottenberg and Neale it is argued,
that a certain level of CB is important to main-
tain the fans’ interest in the competitions. Al-
though empirical evidence for this hypothesis
is mixed (for an overview, [5]. The regulatory
practice in football leagues and beyond (e.g.
the North American Major Leagues) is based
on this general hypothesis. Moreover, unbalan-
ced leagues are facing some other risks such as
financial instability and it can be argued that
also international success of clubs might de-
pend on the level of competitiveness in the do-
mestic league. As such, it might be worrisome,
that CB was found to decline in several top
leagues in Europe over time [6]. Comparable
evidence on the level of CB and its develop-
ment in the Azerbaijan Premier League is lar-
gely missing.

In order to answer the first research
question “What is the situation as well as the
development over time of CB in the Azerbai-
jan Premier League?” secondary data about fi-
nal league rankings and points scored will be
collected. After that, standard measures of
long-term CB, such as the HHI or the RSD,
will be employed. Results will be compared
with findings from other European leagues in
the literature. In order to answer the second
research questions “Is dominance in the Azer-
baijan Premier League a problem for clubs
playing internationally? experts from the

Azerbaijan State Academy of Physical
Education and Sport Academy (ASAPES) as
well as the specialists of Azerbaijan Football
Federation Association (AFFA) will be invol-
ved. Furthermore, at least one international ex-
pert shall be involved at this stage. Expert in-
terviews will be transcribed and interpreted ac-
cording to the standards in qualitative research
methods.
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Annoranusi: [1o xonmuuecTBy u 60nenb-
IIMKOB, U UTPOKOB (GyTOOa (amep. SOCCer, Kak
€ro B OCHOBHOM Ha3bIBatoT B CeBepHOU AMe-
pHKE) - BEPOSITHO, SBISETCS OJHUM U3 CaMbIX
MIOITYJIIPHBIX BHJIOB CIIOPTa BO BCEM MHDE.
CornacHo HEKOTOPBIM JaHHBIM TJIaBHOM (yT-
OoJIbHAsT OpraHHW3alys, SBISIOMICHCS MEXIY-
HApOJHBIM PYKOBOJSIIUM OpraHoMm B ¢yT-
6one, MexayHapoaHoit denepamuu ¢Gyrtdona
(DUDA), B 21 Beke BO BceM MHUpPE HACUUTHI-
BaeTcst 0KoJio 250 MUIIMOHOB (yTOOIUCTOB U
1,3 mwumapna GosnensmukoB [3]. YacTuuHO
TJI00ABHBINA YCIIEX ATOTO CIIOPTAa MOXKET OBITh
CBSI3aH C TEM, YTO €r0 MOYKHO MI'PaTh MPaKTH-
YeCKH Be3/e, OT NpoecCHOHATIbHBIX (YT-
OOJIbHBIX MOJIEH A0 YJIULL, IIKOJ, TAPKOB U UT-
poBeIX MIomanok. K tomy ke B (yrdose
IpoCThle MpaBHJa, M O3TOT CHOPT Tpedyer
JUIIb CKPOMHOTO o0opyAoBaHus. B Azepbaii-
JoKaHe Takke (yTOon ycmen 3aBoeBaTh 00Jb-
moi nHTepec. Acconmanus GyTOOIBHBIX (e-
nepauuii  AzepOaiimkana (ADDA) sBusercs
pYKOBOJSIIMM opraHoM B (yr6oine. B Aszep-
OaiipkaHe TakKe MPOBOAUTCS HAIIMOHAJIBHBIN
yeMnuoHart o ¢yrtooiy, [Ipembep-nura Asep-
6aiimxana. C 2016 roma BoceMb KIyOOB CO-
peBHYyIOTCS B Jure, mpu 3ToM «Kapabax» sB-
JsieTcsl TOMUHUPYIOLIeH KOMaHIO0! JIUTH B Te-
YeHHE TocIeaHero aecarmneTus [11].
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B nenom takoe JOMMHUPOBAHHE MOXKET
CTaTh BeCbMa CEephe3HON MpobsieMoi as 6o-
JIENIBIIUKOB, UHBIMU CJIOBAMH, 3TO MOXET IO-
MeIlaTh Pa3BUTHIO JIPYIHX KIyOOB CTPaHBI.
Crnenyet Takke OTMETUTD, YTO B MEXKTyHAPOI-
HBIX KIIyOHBIX TypHUpax YE®A, B Jlure yem-
NUOHOB U B Jlure EBpomnbl, B OTIIMUKE OT ApPY-
rux kiay6os @K Kapabax moka 4ro mposiBiser
ce0s1 OueHb yTauHO.

B nayunoit pabGore Oyner paccmarpu-
BaThCsl KOHKYpeHTHBIN Oananc (Kb) u ero pas-
ButHe B [Ipembep-nure Asepbaiimxana. Kpo-
M€ 3TOro, 3/1ech OyJeT MCCiel0BaHa BO3MOXK-
HOCTb OTCYTCTBUS OanaHca (1o KpaiiHel Mepe,
B HEKOTOPOW CTENEHH), YTO MOKET ObITh OJI-
HOM U3 NPUYMH HEyClleXa B MEKIYHapOJHBIX
KIIyOHBIX COpEBHOBaHUAX. TakuMm o00pa3oM,
JyUccepTanys JOJKHA OTBETUTH HA JIBAa UCCIIE-
JI0BAaTEIbCKUX BOIPOCA:

1) HeiHemHsst 1 ganpHeWmas cUTyanus, cBs-
3anHasa ¢ Kb B npembep-nure AszepOaiigka-
Ha?

2) SlBnsercs nu goMuHupoBaHue B [Ipembep-
mure AzepOaiikana (XoTs 661 B HEKOTOPOA
CTeNeHn) TpoOsemMoi sl KiyOoB, Urparo-
LIMX Ha MEKIYHApOIHOM ypOBHE?

KiaroueBbie caoBa: ADPDPA, VEDA,
OUDA, Konxkypenmmuwiii 6ananc, npemvep-iu-
2a, HeonpeoeieHHOCMb MAmud, pazeumue ¢
meyeHuem epemeHU
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Annotasiya: Hom tamasacilar, hom do
oyungularin say1 baximindan futbol, basqa ad-
la Simali Amerikada da deyildiyi kimi futbol
ehtimal ki, diinyanin on moghur idman névle-
rindon biridir. Beynolxalg Futbol Federasiya-
siin (FIFA) bazi ragomlorine gors, 21-Ci osr-
do diinyanin demok olar har yerinds tmumi
olarag 250 milyon futolgu vo 1,5 milyard
azerkes var [3]. Qlobal ugurun bir hissasi kimi
bu onunla slagalandirilo bilar ki, futbol pro-
fessional futbol meydanlarindan kiigalors,
moktablars, parklara vo oyun meydangalarina
gadar hor yerds oynanila bilor. ©lavs olaraq,
bu oyun sado idman avadaliglart ilo Gmumi
gaydalara ssaslanir. Eynilo Azorbaycanda da
bir ¢ox insan futbolla maraqlanir. Azarbaycan
Futbol Federasiyalar1 Assosiasiyast (AFFA)
futbolun asas rohbar orqanidir vo Azarbayca-
nin 0zlinomoxsus Azorbaycan Premyer Liqasi
adlanan milli futbol ¢gempionat1 var. 2016-c1 il-
don bu yana ligada sokkiz klub miibariza
aparir, hansi ki, asason Qarabag FK son on ilda
liganin hakim komandasidir [11].

Umumiyyoatls, bu ciir iistiinliik tamasaci-
lar vo azarkeslor {igiin problem ola bilor. Eyni
zamanda, Olkodoki digor klublarin inkisafina
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mane ola bilor. Bu sobobdon UEFA-nin bey-
nolxalq klub yarislarinda, yoni UEFA Cem-
pionlar Ligas1 vo Avropa Ligasinda Qarabag
FK-dan bagqa digor biitiin klublarin perfor-
mansi hoala do zoifdir.

Bu tezis, rogabot tarazligi vaziyyati vo
miioyyoan vaxt orzindo Azorbaycan Premyer
Liqasmin inkisafi ilo alageli olacaqdir. Ustalik,
balans ¢atismazliginin (an azi miiayyon doro-
cado) beynolxalq klub yariglarinda miivaffaq
olmamagin bir sababi olub olmadig1 vo na do-
rocads oldugu arasdirilacaqdir. Belaliklo, bu
tezisds iki todgiqat sualina cavab verilmok niy-
yatindadir:

1) Azorbaycan Premyer Ligasinda miiyyan
miiddat arzinds rogabat tarazliginin inkisafi
ilo olagadar voziyyat necadir?

2) Azorbaycan Premyer Liqasindaki domi-
nantliq (on az1 miiayyan doracads) beynal-
xalq saviyyads oynayan klublar iigiin prob-
lemdirmi?

Acar sozlor: AFFA, UEFA, FIFA,
raqabatlilik balansi, premyer liga, oyun geyri-
miiayyanliyi, vaxt arzinda inkisaf.
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