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00y4yeHHs 1O MPOTrpaMMe MOEro Marucrpa u
B paMKax o00s3aTeNnbCTBa IOAJCPKUBATH
AHHoTanusi: IlockonpKy MOArOTOBKA K upeansl  n nenu  [lapanummnuiickoro
[Napanumnuiickum urpam B Tokno-2020 yxe KoMuTeTa AzepOaiiKaHa.
BEJIETCA, MeuiHas cTparerus
[Tapanumnuiickoro KOMUTETa KiroueBsle ciaoBa: [lapanumnuiickue urpel,

AzepOaiipkaHa CTaJIKHBAETCS C CEPhE3HBIM
ucnbiTanueM. lLlensro  [lapanummnuiickoro
koMurera AsepOailkaHa sBisSIeTCd  HE
TOJBKO IPOJBHKEHHE W  HallpaBJCHUE
YCWIMH  NMApAIMMIUNCKUX  CIIOPTCMEHOB
CTpaHbl, HO H  cojelicTBue  Oolee
MHKIIIO3UBHOMY TpakJaHCKOMY OOIIECTBY.
ITogroroBka x Ilapanumnuiickum urpam u

BO BpeMs caMux COPEBHOBAHUI
MPEAOCTABIISIET Komurery 00JIbIIYIO
BO3MOXHOCTh  PAaCHIMPUTh  OXBaT U
ayIUTOPHIO, MIpUBJIEKast HOBBIX

CTOPOHHHUKOB, CHOHCOPOB U MOTEHIIHATLHBIX
CIIOPTCMEHOB M TOMOTAasi BIOXHOBJISTH TeEX,
KTO CTaJIKUBAETCS c (bU3UIeCKUMU
npobsmemamu B AzepOaiimpkane. Ho roToBbl
JU  MeIuWa-CTpaTeruss W JCHCTBYIOIINE
KaHaJIbl [Tapanumnuiickoro KOMUTETA
MPUHATH 3TOT BBI30B? DTO MCCIEAOBAHHUE
HalpaBJIeHO Ha OICHKY TEKYIIeH CHIIBI
MeauitHoN  ctpateruu [lapanummnuiickoro
KOMUTETA, yTeM CpaBHEHUS c
JIeSITEIbHOCTHIO [Tapanumnuiickoro
KOMHTETA B IPYTUX CTpaHaX, a TAaKXKe ITyTeM
aHalM3a WX HBIHEMHUX IuIathopMm ¢
WCIIOJIb30BAHUEM CPaBHHUTEIIBHOTO aHaJIu3a
OTpacleBBIX CTaHAAPTOB. Jlanee mpoBoAUTCS
OILlCHKAa TOTCHIMAA I JaJbHEHIIETro
pa3BUTHUSA MeHa-CTPYKTYphI
[TapanuMnuiickoro KOMHTETa, KakK IIyTeM
yIYUIICHHs CYIIECTBYIOIINX KaHAIOB, TaK U
MOCPEICTBOM WHHOBAIIHM. Moe
UCCIeIOBaHUE YOeIUTENbHO IOKa3bIBaET,
YTO €CTh MNOTEHUHMA s YIy4ylleHUus |
BO3MOKHOCTh PacCIIMPUTh ayAUTOPHUIO IS

HOBOCTEHN u UHpOpMAaLIUU 0
[TapanumMnuncKux urpax. Moe
HCCIeI0BaHue Oyner JOCTYITHO
[TapanuMmnuiickoMy  KOMHUTETY,  4YTOOBI
noJiepkat W NPOUH(DOPMUPOBATH UX
MeIua-CTPaTETHIO. byayr  mpoBeneHsl
JaJbHENIINE HCCIEN0BaHUA 51

IUIaHUPOBAHUC TIOTCHLMUAA JUIA 3aIlyCKa
HOBBIX MHHOBAIIMOHHBIX KaHAJIOB B paMKax
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[Mapanummnuiickuii komuteT AzepOaiimxana,
CMMU, coumanbHbIE CETH

HOW THE GROWTH OF
ECOTOURISM HAS THE POWER TO
DRIVE ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS FOR
AZERBAIJAN

Programme Director, Daniel Cavner Mason,
Master’s student, Tunar Abuzarli,
Azerbaijan State Academy of Physical
Education and Sport

Abstract: As Azerbaijan’s national strategy
has shifted to encourage non-oil revenues,
tourism has become one area of focus. While
the impact of some tourism activities, such
as the influx of visitors during Baku’s
Formula 1 or other major sporting events,
are both tangible and visible, the value of
other tourism sectors may appear less
evident. Ecotourism is one such niche. This
research shows that ecotourism offers
significant potential for development, with
benefits for the environment and national
brand, as well as stimulation for local
economies. Azerbaijan has in abundance the
most important attributes required to develop
its ecotourism industry: Natural areas of
recognised outstanding beauty, rich cultural
and gastronomic history, and a stable,
welcoming climate. Added to this is the
country’s investment in the renovation of
historical places and transport links, growth
of international languages such as English
and improvement in accommodation and
tourism infrastructure. This research is
supported by data and interviews from
public and private sector organisations. But
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underpinning the potential for growth in
Azerbaijan’s ecotourism sector are the
country’s natural resources, and there is
already evidence from the Ministry of
Ecology and Natural Resources that, with
coordinated promotion at only minimal
levels, the number of foreign tourists visiting
the national parks of Azerbaijan are
increasing steadily.

Keywords: Azerbaijan, ecotourism, tourism,
national parks, hiking

Introduction: Ecotourism is defined as
“responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment, sustains the
well-being of local people, and involves
interpretation and education.” Education is
meant to be inclusive of both staff and
guests. Ecotourism is about uniting
conservation, communities, and sustainable
travel (1). Another, simpler and more to the
point definition is given by The International
Ecotourism Society (TIES), which says that
ecotourism is “responsible travel to natural
areas that conserves the environment and
improves the well-being of local people” (2)
Rapid development of tourism in the modern
world, the broad infrastructure of the tourism
industry, creates great opportunities for
people’s  leisure and also  causes
environmental problems. Thus, eliminating
the harmful effects of tourism on ecology is
one of the important tasks facing the modern
tourism sector.

In order to assess the potential for
development for ecotourism in Azerbaijan,
comparison is made with neighbouring
countries such as Georgia, where ecotourism
and hiking are already better established
“thanks to the rich cultural heritage and a
wide range of ecosystem, from subtropical
rainforests, mountains, mountain steppes to
alpine ecotourism.” (3) For example, Batumi
Botanical Garden and Mtirala National Park
are frequently mentioned in promotion for
Georgia’s ecotourism destinations. Batumi
Botanical Garden hosted 296,723 guests in
2017, a larger number than all visitors to
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Azerbaijan’s national parks in the same year.
According to the Official Tourism Portal of
Adjara (region of Georgia), the tourist flow
to national parks is increasing steadily. For
the first two quarters of 2018, the number of
tourists in Batumi has increased by 23% (4).

Initial research has been carried out through
the author’s employer, a tourism company,
and associated agencies and experts. From
this research, it is already evident that there
is a very little provision in the established
tourism market for hiking, especially self-
guided hiking graded to suit graded activity
from beginners to experienced hikers. All the
issues indicate that, Azerbaijan does not
place a high priority on ecotourism and
barely recognizes the potential for hiking.
Initial research shows that travel companies
target older consumers with  higher
disposable incomes. But in so doing, they
fail to capitalise on the growing number of
younger, healthy and environmentally
conscious professionals and those with
young families who seek new experiences at
a reasonable cost. This generation is also
more technologically aware and habitual
users of mobile devices and other digital
platforms. Very little evidence exists for
current tourism companies exploiting this
change in the market. Such a change
undoubtedly requires additional investment
and focus, but firstly, it requires the
establishment of market potential. And a
tourism niche such as hiking provides an
ideal  opportunity to develop new
approaches, not just for the benefit of
ecotourism, but the wider tourism industry.

The key objectives of ecotourism are as
follows:

1. Minimize physical, social, behavioural,
and psychological impacts;

2. Build environmental and
awareness and respect;

3. Provide positive experiences for both
visitors and hosts.

4. Provide direct financial
conservation.

5. Generate financial

cultural

benefits for

benefits for both
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local people and private industry.

6. Deliver  memorable interpretative
experiences to visitors that help raise
sensitivity to host countries’ political,
environmental, and social climates.

7. Design, construct and operate low-
impact facilities.

8. Recognize the rights and spiritual beliefs
of the indigenous peoples in
communities and work in partnership to
encourage empowerment.

My research identifies hiking as one type of
ecotourism which has significant potential,
and for which there is currently little

provision. The author’s own geographical
knowledge and active participation in hiking
supports the potential for growth in
ecotourism and in particular hiking in the
Sheki region.

Methods: In  addition to  personal
observation and interviews with tourism
agencies, data from the Ministry of Ecology
and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan and
Official Tourism Portal of Georgia has been
researched. The table below indicates the
number of tourists coming to Azerbaijan’s
national parks:

2016 2017 2018 2019 (nine months)
All 198,343 85,196 79,998 82,696
Citizens 195,372 79,337 79,998 74,079
Foreigners 2,971 5,859 7,529 8,617

Foreign tourists visit Azerbaijan especially
in June, July and August (5). The most
visited national park is Goygol Park then
Shahdagh and Hirkan and others. (6) These
statistics demonstrate that tourists visit the
places that are the focus of promotion and
advertising by government or entrepreneurs.
There are many other locations of equally
outstanding natural beauty which, it is
reasonable to suggest, could also attract
visitors.

Conclusion:  Ecotourism  provides an
effective economic incentive to maintain and
improve bio-cultural diversity and helps to
protect the natural and cultural heritage of
Azerbaijan and, indeed, our world. (7) The
rise in numbers of visitors to Azerbaijan’s
national parks over the past three years
clearly indicates a rising interest in
ecotourism, achieved thus far without
significant investment. My research suggests
there is potential to develop ecotourism, both
through national strategic focus and through
enterprise. An output of this research will be
further development work with the aim of
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establishing the potential for the launch of a
website and mobile application, aimed
specifically at the self-guided hiking market.
This has the potential to deliver benefits for
local economies (including restaurants,
hotels and tourist attractions), support the
further recognition of the importance of
Azerbaijan’s environmental treasures, and
attract further numbers of visitors - both
internationally and from within Azerbaijan.

My research shows that ecotourism - both as
a concept and in practice - is developing, but
only gradually. The logical conclusion is that
it has the potential to develop further and
faster, but that this requires a balanced
approach from governmental and
commercial interests, in order to gain the

maximum  benefits for  Azerbaijan’s
outstanding natural environment, local
economies, and the country’s growing

tourism industry.
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Ekoturizm sahasinin genislonmasinin
Azdrbaycan iiciin iqtisadi, madani vo
ekoloji faydasi nodan ibaratdir

Tunar Abuzorli

Xiilasa: Azorbaycanin milli strategiyasi
geyri-neft industriyasina keg¢diyi zaman
turizm sahosi digqget morkozino gevrilmoyo
basladi. Bakmin Formula 1 vo ya digor
boyiik idman todbirlori zamani turistlorin
axin1 ylksok hoddo catsa da, digor turizm
sektorlarini doyari yeno do az goriino bilor.
Ekoturizm do belo sahslordon biridir. Bu
todqgiqat ekoturizmin otraf miihito miisbot
tosir vo milli brendin inkisafi ilo yanasi, yerli
iqtisadiyyat1 stimullasdiran inkisaf
potensialinin oldugunu gostorir. Azarbaycan
ekoturizm sonayesini inkisaf etdirmak {igiin
zoruri olan biitlin xiisusiyyatlors malikdir:
valehedici tobioti, zongin moadoni Vo
qastronomik tarixi vo sabit, qonaqparvor
iqlimi. Buraya Olkonin tarixi yerlorin
renovasiyasint ~ vo  noqliyyat  yollarmin
yenilonmasini, ingilis kimi beynoslxalq dilin
daha genis sokildo Oyronilmesini, yasayis vo
turizm infrastrukturunun yaxsilagdirilmasina
qoyulan sormayoni do olavo etmok olar. Bu
arasdirma,  dovlet vo  06zdl  sektor
toskilatlarindan  alman  molumatlar  vo
reportajlardan ibarat olacaqdir.

Acgar sozlor: Azorbaycan, ekoturizm, turizm,
milli parklar, gozinti

Kak poct 3xoTypM3mMa MoxkeT NPHHECTH
A3epOaiigxany IKOHOMHUYECKHUE,
KYJbTYPHBIE M 3KOJOTHYeCKHE BbIT0IbI

Tynap Aoy3apnu

AnHoramus: Ilo wMepe TOoro  kak
Hal[MOHaJbHAs cTpaTerus AsepOaiikaHa
CMEIIAETCS B CTOPOHY YBEIMYEHHS JOXOM0B,
HE CBSI3aHHBIX C HEPTbIO, TYpU3M CTajl
OJIHOHM M3 OCHOBHBIX 3aJady. B To BpeMs kak
BIIUSTHUE HEKOTOPBIX TYPUCTHUECKUX
MEPOTIPUITHH, TaKHX KakK MIPUTOK
nocetuteneil Bo Bpemss @opmynsl 1 B baky
WIM  Jpyrue  KpYyINHbIE  CIIOPTUBHBIE
MEpOIpPUATHS, OIIyTUMO W  3aMETHO,
LEHHOCTh JAPYTUX TYPUCTHYECKUX CEKTOPOB
MOXET II0Ka3aTbCi MEHEe OYEBHUJHOM.
OKOTypU3M - OJIHA M3 TAaKUX HUIL ITO
HCCJIEI0BAHUE TOKA3BIBAET, YTO 3KOTYPHU3M
IpeaaraeT 3HAYUTEIbHBIM MOTEHUHAN IJIA
pa3BUTHUA, MPUHOCS TOJIb3Y OKpYKaIOIIEeH
cpele U HAIMOHAJIbHOMY OpeHAy, a TaKxke

CTUMYJTHPYET MECTHYIO SKOHOMHKY.
AzepOaiipkan B HM300WIMH  00JIajaeT
CaMbIMU BaYKHBIMHU aTpuOyTamH,

HEOOXOJMMBIMU Ul Pa3BUTUSA  €r0
MHAYCTPUHU 3KOTYypU3Ma: IPUPOJHBIE 30HBI C
MpYU3HAHHOU BBIIAIOIIIENCS KpacoTOM,
OoraToif KyJabTypHOM M TacTPOHOMHYECKOM
UCTOpHEN U CTAOUJIBHBIM, T'OCTEIIPUUMHBIM
kmumaroM. K astomy cneayer n106aBUTh
UHBECTULIMM  CTpaHbl B  OOHOBJIEHHE
UCTOPUYECKMX MECT M  TPAaHCHOPTHBIX
CBA3EH, Pa3BUTHE MEXIYHAPOIHBIX SI3BIKOB,
TaKMX KaK aHIVIMICKUM, W YyIydlleHHE
UHQPACTPYKTYphl pa3MEIIeHUs U Typu3Ma.

G4\ UCCIIEJOBAHNE MIOITBEPKIAETCS
JAaHHBIMH WM HWHTEPBBIO, MPOBEACHHBIMU
roCyZ1apCTBEHHBIMU u YaCTHBIMU
OpraHu3aLUsaMU.

Kirouesnbie cJI0Ba: A3zepOaiixkaH,

JKOTYpHU3M, TYPU3M, HAlMOHAIbHBIE INAPKH,
XaUKUHT


https://www.zmescience.com/other/feature-post/what-is-ecotourism/
https://www.zmescience.com/other/feature-post/what-is-ecotourism/
https://mygeotrip.com/ecotourism-in-georgia
http://bit.ly/2nCK6l6
http://eco.gov.az/
http://bit.ly/2IAXZHx

