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u 4acTo UMEIOT SMOLIMOHAJIBHYIO
MPUBSI3aHHOCTb CO CBOMMH JIFOOMMBIMHU
3B€3JlaMM  CIIOpTa U CHOPTUBHBIMHU
KoMaHaaMmu. JIroqm B pa3HBIX PETHMOHAX
MHpa UMEIT pa3Hble JIIOOUMBIE BHJIbI
CIIOpTa, CBSA3aHHbBIE C UX HHTEpecaMu. IJTO
J€JIA€T PEUTHHI CIOPTa JOBOJIBHO CIIOKHOHU
u TpyaHoi pabGotoii. B astoM ciyuae
OCHOBHOE OpeMs B 3TOM BOIIPOCE JIOKUTCS
Ha CIIOPTUBHBIE TeJIEKaHaJIbl. B 3TOM cTaTthe
Mbl CcOOMpaeMcsl HUCCIIE0BaTh CTPATETUIO
ayIUTOPUU CIIOPTUBHBIX TEJIECKAHAIIOB.
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Abstract: Although the Paralympic
movement of Azerbaijan has existed for 23
years, its achievements have not before been
investigated in an academic context, in order
to assess its contribution to the development
of the country’s civil society. This research
set out to assess the value of the
Committee’s activities, not only within the
sporting arena but in the wider context of
promoting a more inclusive, diverse society.
The Paralympic Games is closely allied to
the Olympic Games, in both timing and
objectives. However, it’s potential impact on
society is wider than that of the Olympics.
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As well as providing a platform to spotlight
the sporting achievement of those with
physical challenges, the Paralympic ideal is a
powerful component in supporting, inspiring
and promoting the integration of physically
challenged people into society. There are an
estimated 600,000 disabled people in
Azerbaijan. Paralympic ideals, as realised by
the Paralympic Committee, play a major role
in the integration of these individuals and the
overcoming of stereotypes in society.
Therefore, the study of this issue is of great
importance. This research examines the
emergence of the Paralympic Games and the
development of the Paralympic movement in
Azerbaijan.

Keywords: Azerbaijan National Paralympic
Committee, Paralympic Games, Disability

Introduction: The idea of the Paralympic
Games first arose in the United Kingdom
with the return of the wounded from World
War 1l to Britain, various sports were held
for their rehabilitation. This was first
proposed by Jewish neurologist Ludwig
Guttmann. He played a great role in the
creation of the Paralympic movement. At the
Olympic Games in London in 1948, there
were parallels between individuals with
disabilities. The competition was also called
Stoke Mandeville Games, because it was
hosted by Stoke Mandeville Hospital.
Guttmann wanted a competition that was
equivalent to the Olympic Games, but
exclusively for those with physical
disabilities. In 1952, the Stoke Mandeville
Games became international with the
participation of athletes from The
Netherlands. The Stoke Mandeville Games
became the Paralympic Games of the 1960s.
The first Paralympic Games were held in the
Italian capital of Rome in 1960 (1). 1976
was a turning point for the Paralympic
Games. Prior to this, only athletes using
wheelchairs could compete. From this point
on, those with other physical challenges
could compete.

There are five categories in Paralympic
Games:
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1. Amputee: Athletes with a partial or
total loss of at least one limb;

2. Cerebral Palsy: Athletes with non-
progressive brain damage, for example
cerebral palsy, traumatic brain injury, stroke
or similar disabilities affecting muscle
control, balance or coordination;

3. Wheelchair: Athletes with spinal
cord injuries and other disabilities which
require them to compete in a wheelchair.

4, Visually Impaired: Athletes with
vision impairment ranging from partial
vision, sufficient to be judged legally blind,
to total blindness.

5. Athletes with a physical disability
who does not fall strictly under one of the
other four categories, such as dwarfism,
multiple sclerosis or congenital deformities
of the limbs such as that caused by
thalidomide (2).

While only 57 athletes from 17 countries
participated in the first Paralympic Games in
1960, there were 4,442 athletes from 159
countries  participating in the 2016
Paralympic Games. The number of sports
increased from 8 to 22 (3). Adding to this
number are competitors in the Winter
Paralympic Games, which began in 1992,

In the era of globalisation, Azerbaijan, like
other countries, is struggling with various
types of discrimination. One of them is
discrimination against disability. Measures
to protect and integrate disabled people to
society are one of the country’s sustainable
development goals. The  Azerbaijani
Paralympic Committee was established on 9
February 1996. On that day, the first
congress elected llgar Rahimov as president
of the National Paralympic Committee (4).
The Paralympic Committee's main mission
since its inception has been to integrate
disabled people into society, and to break
down the stereotypes that have arisen in
society. Since its foundation, it’s vision and
objectives have extended beyond sporting
achievement.
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Methods: The primary focus of this research
is related to projects conducted by the
National ~ Paralympic ~ Committee  of
Azerbaijan. The data relating to the
performance of Azerbaijani Paralympians at
the Paralympic Games has been taken from
the official database of the International
Paralympic Committee. Information
regarding  projects of the National
Paralympic Committee of Azerbaijan were
sourced via the official website of the
National ~ Paralympic  Committee. An
interview by the author with the Paralympic
Committee President is also a source for this
research. In addition, the author has formed a
relationship with several of the Paralympic
Committee team resulting from the MA
Sport Journalism programme’s partnership,
and active participation in Paralympic
Committee-hosed events (namely the IBSA
Judo Grand Prix 2019). The author therefore
includes personal observations in seeking to
explain the circumstances and challenges
faced by the National Paralympic Committee
of Azerbaijan.

Results: Azerbaijan made its debut at the
Paralympic Games in Atlanta, United States
in 1996. Our Athletes participated in the
Games with two athletes (5). However, it
was a significant success because there were
no professional Paralympic athletes in
Azerbaijan at that time. At the 2000 Sydney
Paralympics, Azerbaijan won its first medal.
The shooter Elena Taranova won a silver
medal in the SH1 category with mixed
pistols (6). The SH1 category is competing
with the athlete who cannot stand. Despite
the fact that the power lifter Gunduz
Ismailov won a gold medal with world
record by lifting 90 kilograms, he was
disqualified from the competition for using
doping and the gold medal was withdrawn
(7). Nine athletes participated in the 2004
Athens Paralympic Games. This Paralympic
Azerbaijan was very important and
unforgettable, as it won gold medals in the
first Paralympic Games in the history of
Azerbaijan. Triple jumper Oleg Panyutin in
the F12 category, judoka Ilham Zakiyev won
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the gold medal in the heavyweight category
(8). Both of these athletes are visually
impaired. (9, 10). Another visually impaired
athlete Zeyniddin Bilalov won silver in the
Triple jump F11 category (11). Taranova, a
Sydney Paralympic silver medalist, won a
bronze medal (12). Thus, Azerbaijan
finished in 45th place at the Athens
Paralympics with two gold, one silver and
one bronze medal (13). In 2008 18 athletes
from Azerbaijan participated in the Beijing
Paralympic Games, competing in judo and
athletics (seven athletes in each sport), Para
shooting (one athlete) and powerlifting
(three athletes). Azerbaijan finished the
Games 38th with two gold, three silver and
five bronze medals (14). llham Zakiyev won
gold medal twice in the Paralympic judo
competition. He was the first two times
Paralympic (or Olympic) champion of
Azerbaijan. Other judokas Tofig Mammadov
and Karim Sardarov won silver medal in the
90 and 100 kg category. Ramil Ibrahimov
won bronze in the 60 kg category. (15).
Olakhan Musayev won a gold medal and set
a new world record in the F55 (spinal injury)
shot put competition. Athens gold medallist
Oleg Panyutin also won a bronze medal.
Visually-impaired athletes Vugar Mehdiyev
and Rza Osmanov both won bronze medals
in the 200m T13 and 400m T12 (16).

The London Paralympic Games in 2012 was
the most successful Paralympic event in
Azerbaijan’s history. The country’s athletes
finished 27th with four gold, five silver and
three bronze medals. In total, 21 athletes
represented Azerbaijan in London (17). For
the first time, Azerbaijan sent athletes to the
Paralympics to compete in archery and
swimming. Swimmer Natalia Pronina won a
gold medal in the SB12 100m Breastroke
race for Women with Visual Impairment. In
addition, Pronina won four silver medals
(18).

Subsequently, Azerbaijani athletes continued
to achieve success in international
competitions. Although the Paralympic
Committee of Azerbaijan has been operating
for a short time, Azerbaijan has won 11 gold,
18 silver and 11 bronze medals. According
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to the Azerbaijani Paralympic Committee
president, the country can look forward to
further success in the future, thanks to the
increasing focus on training and preparation,
and the inspiration provided by the
Paralympic role models, whose success in
encouraging greater levels of participation.
The Azerbaijani Paralympic Committee has
been able to train professional athletes in 14
of the 22 Paralympic sports over a 23-year
period. These kinds of sports include judo,
athletics, shooting, powerlifting, archery,
Parataekwando, Paracyling, sitting
volleyball, goal ball, rowing, table tennis,
fencing and swimming. In addition, two
winter Paralympic athletes have been trained
in  snowboarding and alpine skiing.
However, no Azerbaijani Paralympic athlete
has not yet been licensed to participate in the
Winter Paralympic Games (4).

For 23 years, the Paralympic Committee has
guided to success seven Paralympic
Champions, seven World Champions and 14
European Champions. llgar Rahimov,
President of the National Paralympic
Committee since his inception, has also been
deputy minister of Labor and Social
Protection for 25 years. This has helped him
greatly during his leadership of the
Paralympic Committee. He had the
opportunity to look at the problems of people
with disabilities and their social status. This
helped to inform his leadership of the
Paralympic Committee. The Paralympic
Committee wants Paralympic sport to be a
festival, not only to integrate people with
disabilities into society, but also to increase
people's interest in sport. For this reason, the
slogan of the IBSA Judo Grand Prix held in
Baku was chosen as the “triumph of spirit”
(5).

On September 27 of 2013, the Paralympic
Committee established the first Paralympic
Committee in the world to promote early
integration of persons with disabilities into
society. Vice-President of the National
Paralympic Committee Natig Gasimov was
elected Chairman of the Board. In 2013, the
First Children's Paralympic Games were
held. In these games, children compete in
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swimming, golf boccia, table tennis, judo
and wheelchair dancing.

The Paralympic Committee cooperates with
a number of large companies. An agreement
has been signed with UNICEF in Azerbaijan,
BP and Azercell Telecom.

The Ministry of Youth and Sports of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Ministry of
Labor and Social Protection of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, the Neftchi Sport Health
Center and other relevant organizations have
made a special contribution to the expansion
and development of the Paralympic
movement in Azerbaijan (4). Generally the
activity of National Paralympic Committee
in Azerbaijan has influenced on the nation’s
‘triumph of spirit’ positively. On the one
hand it impacted on the healthy way of life
of persons with disabilities, on the other
hand it has inspired more people to begin the
journey to the peak of sporting achievement.
Conclusion: This research demonstrates that
the Paralympic Committee has made
significant progress during its 23 years of
operation. It has paved the way for 11 gold,
18 silver and 11 bronze medals in the
Paralympic Games. Two-time Paralympic
champions, such as Ilham Zakiyev and Oleg
Panyutin, not only reached the peak of
personal achievement thanks to the support
of the Paralympic Committee, but have
inspired many others with physical
challenges to believe they can also reach
higher than they imagined. These role
models, along with others, also play a pivotal
part in breaking down the negative attitudes
and stereotypical views towards disability,
leading to a more inclusive society. The
Azerbaijani community has begun to
embrace the Paralympic movement. Ilham
Zakiyev has become one of the most
respected and admired sportsmen in the
country, the hero of numerous television
films and documentaries, and a torch bearer
at the First European Games. The selection
of the Paralympic athlete as the local point
of such an important sporting event can be
seen as the acceptance of the Paralympic
movement by the community. This is one of
the main objectives of the Paralympic
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Committee. President of Committee llgar
Rahimov said: “The most important change
is that people with disabilities are becoming
more integrated into society. Any child may
be born with a physical limitation, but that
no longer means they have to live as victims
of stereotypes. This has been our great
success as a committee”(5).

The Paralympic Committee has also been the
locomotive of projects related to persons
with disabilities in the country. Many of
these projects are based on the experience of
the Paralympic Committee. The main goals
of the Paralympic Committee in the coming
years should be to increase the success of the
Paralympic, to increase the number of
athletes participating in the Games. So far,
athletes have represented Azerbaijan in only
six out of 14 Paralympic sports (shooting,
judo, powerlifting, archery, athletics and
swimming). Also, it has yet to send athletes
to the Winter Paralympic Games. These are
currently among the main priorities of the
Paralympic Committee. With its past record
of achievement and plans for the future in
place, there is little reason to doubt that the
Paralympic Committee will continue to
make a successful contribution to the
sporting and social life of Azerbaijan.
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Azarbaycan Paralimpiya Komitasi 61kadd
“ruh yiiksokliyinin” inkisafina neca tasir
gostorir

Rza Dadaszads

Xiilasa: Azorbaycanin Paralimpiya horokati
23 ildir movcud olsa da, Olkonin vatondas
comiyyatinin inkisafina verdiyi tohfoni
qiymatlondirmok {i¢lin onun nailiyyatlori
ovvallar akademik kontekstdo
arasdirilmamisdir. Bu aragdirma Komito
foaliyyetlorinin  yalniz idman arenasinda
deyil, daha ohatoli vo miixtalif comiyyatin
tosviq edilmosi baximmdan
qiymatlondirilmosini moqgsad qoymusdur.
Paralimpiya Oyunlar1 ham vaxti, ham do
hadaflori baximindan Olimpiya Oyunlarina
yaxindir. Ancaq Paralimpiya oyunlarinin
comiyyato olan tosiri Olimpiya oyunlarinin
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tosirindon daha genisdir. Paralimpiya ideal
fiziki cohotdon ¢otinlik ¢okonlorin idman
nailiyyatlorini goz onilino gotirmak {igiin bir
platforma tomin etmoklo yanasi, fiziki
cohotdon problemli insanlarin comiyysto
inteqrasiyasmi dostoklomok, ruhlandirmaq
vo toblig etmok  liciin  giicli  bir
komponentdir.  Azorbaycanda  toxminon
600.000 olil var. Paralimpiya Komitasi
torofindon hoyata kecirildiyi kimi, bu
soxslorin inteqrasiyasinda vo comiyyatdoki
stereotiplorin aradan qaldirilmasinda boyiik
rol oynaywr. Buna goro do bu masalonin
Oyronilmasi ¢cox boyiik shomiyysto malikdir.
Bu todqigat Azorbaycanda Paralimpiya
Oyunlarinin  yaranmasmi vo Paralimpiya
Horokatinin inkisafini arasdirir.

Acar sozlor: Azorbaycan Milli Paralimpiya
Komitasi, Paralimpiya Oyunlari, Olillik

Kak pa3Burne HAllMOHAJIBHOT 0
NapajJuMIHACKOro
KOMHUTeTaa3zepOaiikaHa NOBJIMIO HA
“TOp:KeCTBO AyXa” HALMHU

P3a /laoawzaoe

AHHOTANUA: Xots napajsuMIMHCKOe
IBIDKeHHE A3sepOaiipkaHa CYIIECTBYET YiKe
23 ronma, €ro JOCTHXEHUS paHee He
UCCIIEJIOBAIINCH B aKaJeMHYeCKOM
KOHTEKCTE, YTOOBbI OLIGHUTh €ro BKJIAJ B
pa3BUTHE TPAXKIAHCKOTO OOIIECTBA CTPAHBI.

Ienp 3TOTO WCCIENOBaHHWS - OLCHUTH
IICHHOCTh  JesiTelbHOCTH Kommrtera He
TOJILKO Ha CIIOPTHUBHOM apeHe, HO U B Ooliee
HIUPOKOM KOHTEKCTE COJICHCTBUS
dbopmMupoBaHui0  0ojiee  IIMPOKOTO U
pa3zHoo0pa3HOTro oO1ecTBa.

[Tapanmumnuiickue Urpbl TECHO CBS3aHbI C
OauMNUICKUMU UTPaMH KaK MO CPOKaM, Tak
u 1o uergsM. TeM He MeHee, €ro
MOTEHIMATILHOE BIMSAHHE Ha OOIIECTBO
mupe, yeM Ha OIUMOMICKUX Wrpax.
[Tapamumnuiickuii  uaean  SBISIETCA  HE
TONBKO  TIaTGopMOl  ANsi  OCBEIIEHUS
CIIOPTUBHBIX  JOCTWKEHUH  JIOJEU C
buznyeckumMu MpobdIEMaMu, HO U MOIIHBIM
KOMIIOHEHTOM MOJICPIKKH,
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CTUMYJUPOBAHUS U MOOIIPEHUS UHTETPALluN
JOIeH ¢ OrpaHUYEHHBIMU BO3MOKHOCTSIMHU
B obOmecTtBo. B AsepOaifipkane mpumMepHO
600 000 wuHBamuaoB. Ilapanumnuiickue
nuaeansl, peanu3zoBanHble [lapanumnuickum
KOMHUTETOM, WIPAlOT BAXHYID pOJIb B
MHTETPALUN 3TUX JIONEH M TPEOJOJICHUU
crepeotunioB B oOmecte.  Iloatomy
U3y4eHUE 3TOTO BONpOca HMEeT OOJbIIoe

3HAUCHHE. B 9TOM HCCIICIOBAHNH
paccMaTpuBaeTcs MOSIBJICHUE
[Tapanumnuiickux  WUrp W pa3BUTHE
[Tapanmumnuiickoro JIBUKCHUS B
AzepOaiikane.

KiaroueBble cjoBa: HammonansHEBIHN

[Tapamummnuiickuit Komuter AsepOaiimpkana,
[Tapanumnuiickue WUrpel, MHBanuaHocTs

HOW THE CURRENT MEDIA
STRATEGY OF THE NATIONAL
PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE OF

AZERBAIJAN PROVIDES AN

OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND

AUDIENCE AND INFLUENCE PRIOR
TO THE TOKYO 2020 PARALYMPIC
GAMES

Programme Director, Daniel Cavner Mason,
Master’s student, Sabina Mammadova ,
Azerbaijan State Academy of Physical
Education and Sport

Abstract: With the preparations for the
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games already
underway, the media strategy of the
Azerbaijan Paralympic Committee is facing
a critical test. The objective of the
Paralympic Committee of Azerbaijan is not
only to promote and channel the efforts of
the country’s Paralympic athletes, but to
promote a more inclusive civil society. The
run-up to the Paralympic Games and during
the competition itself represents a major
opportunity for the Committee to expand its
reach and audience, attracting new
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supporters, sponsors and potential athletes
and helping to inspire those facing physical
challenges in Azerbaijan. But are the media
strategy and current channels of the
Paralympic Committee ready to take on this
challenge? This research aims to assess the
current  strength of the Paralympic
Committee’s media strategy, through
comparison with Paralympic Committee
activities in other countries, and through
analysis of their current platforms using
industry standard benchmarking. It goes on
to assess the potential for further
development of the Paralympic Committee’s
media framework, both through
improvement of existing channels and
through innovation. My research strongly
suggests that there is potential for
improvement and an opportunity to expand
the audience for Paralympic-related news
and information. My research will be made
available to the Paralympic Committee, in
order to support and inform their media
strategy. Further research and planning will
be conducted into the potential to launch
innovative new channels, as part of my
Master’s programme studies and as part of a
commitment to support the ideals and
objectives of the Paralympic Committee of
Azerbaijan.

Keywords: Paralympics,
Committee of Azerbaijan,
media

Paralympic
media, social

Introduction: The National Paralympic
Committee of Azerbaijan plays a critical role
in developing not just the sporting
achievement of those with physical
challenges, but move towards a more
inclusive, diverse civil society. More than
100 athletes covering 13 types of sport
involved in its activities. (1) The Paralympic
Committee is active online and established
its first social media platform eight years
ago. It is currently posts reports and
information to its website (paralympic.az) in
both Azerbaijani and English and on its
social media platforms, namely Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. The
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